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ties our brother, the living son and member of our common Redeemer and
Father, and whom we expect to be the associate of our happiness for all
eternity? We owe infinitely more to Christ than any brother can owe to
us: the least venial sin is an immense debt. Our Divine Master not only
conjures us to forgive our brother for his sake, but also makes it our own
infinite interest so to do, promising to pardon us our immense debts in
the same manner as we pardon others.

The following feasts are celebrated, on July 12 :

ST JOHN GUALBERT, Abbot, founder of the Order of Umbrosa: ST NABOR and ST FELIX,
suffered martyrdom in Milan about the year 304,   A church was built over their tomb.
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ST EUGENIUS, BISHOP OF CARTHAGE, AND HIS

COMPANIONS, CONFESSORS

(A.D. 505)

[From Victor Vitensis, Hist. Persec. Vandal, i, 2, and 3.   See Tillemont, t. xvi. ;
Ceillier, t. xv. p. 206 ; Rivet, Hist. Lit. de la Fr. p. 38.   Ruinart, &c.j

THE Roman provinces in Africa were for a long time one of the richest
and most noble portions of the empire.   The Carthaginian barbarism and
perfidy had given place to the most flourishing reign of the sciences, arts,
and religion.   The nobles of this country were all princes, and for riches
and state seemed to vie with kings; its peace seemed on every side secure.
But the strongest cities and empires are often nearest a fall;   they are
founded, to be again sooner or later torn to pieces.   Every state has even
within itself the seeds of its own destruction; these will occasion the dis-
solution of every body politic no less certainly than the internal weakness
of the animal body must bring it to a fatal period.   This was the condition
of the Roman empire in its decline, when its rulers, to preserve Italy, which
they regarded as its heart or head, abandoned its extremities to the Goths
and Vandals.   At a time when Africa thought of no danger, in the reign
of the emperor Valentinian III in 428, Genseric, king of the Vandals and
Alans, having lately made a settlement in part of Spain, passed into this
country, and in a short time became master of those fertile provinces.   This
politic barbarian king kept great armies perpetually prepared for any
expedition, by which he prevented the vigilance of his enemies, and
astonished all the world with the rapidity of his enterprises.   The Vandals,
who were mostly Christians, but infected with the Arian heresy, laid the
whole country waste by fire and sword, plundered all places, even churches
and monasteries; burned alive two bishops, and tortured others to extort
from them the treasures of their churches; razed the public buildings at
Carthage, and banished Quodvultdeus, bishop of that city, with many